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The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover she t with the correspond nee address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timefy. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 September 2003 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

4) (3 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Claim(s) 12 and 16 is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-1 1 and 13-15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 02 September 2003 is/are: a)KI accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) C] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) CD Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 



Drawings 

The formal drawings were received on September 2, 2003. These drawings are 
acceptable. 

Specification 

The substitute specification was received on September 2, 2003. This 
specification has been entered and is acceptable. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for detection of overwrite errors, does not reasonably 
provide enablement for the general field of detecting and correction of memory 
corruption. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make or use the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims. There are many types of memory corruption 
and methods to correct and/or compensate for memory errors. However the present 
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application is directed specifically to describing a method of detecting and correcting 
overwrite errors. 

The dependent claims 9-1 1 inherit the 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph issues of 
the independent claim 8. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01 . 

Claim 1 indicates that data has been written into the buffer (line 3), but there is 
no indication of previous data written into the buffer to be overwritten (lines 5-6). 

Claim 7 indicates that an overwrite error has occurred by comparing an initial 
portion to a redundant portion of data in a memory segment, but there is no indication of 
previous data written into the buffer to be overwritten or later data being written in order 
to erroneously overwrite the previously written data. 

Claim 8 also indicates reading from a memory without mention of data being 
previously written into the memory. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In line 7 of claim 13 and claim 14, the phrase "portion of a written to buffer;" it is 
unclear what has been written to the buffer. 

As per claims 1, 13 and 14, (claim 1 line 5, and claims 13 and 14 line 6) the term 
overwrite is used. This term would make sense relative to the specification and the rest 
of the claims if it were "erroneous overwrite". However, It would be obvious to expect 
something to be overwritten had there been any previous data on the buffer or memory. 

Claims 2-6, 9-1 1 and 15 inherit the 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph issues of 
the independent claims 1 ,8, and 13. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12 and 16 are allowed. 

The statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter has been 
presented in paper 3. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed September 2, 2003 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that Ozawa, Japanese Patent No. 4100338 
is nonanalogous art, it has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field 
of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem 
with which the applicant was concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for 
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rejection of the claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 
(Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Ozawa provides a data transmission checking system 
equipped with a transmission means that adds an identical non-recurring data to the 
starting record and ending record of transmitting data and a signal reception means that 
validates the equality of the non-recurring data in the starting record and non-recurring 
data in the ending record. Non-recurring data written onto the starting record and ending 
record are compared by a signal reception means, and if they do not match, the data 
transmission can be considered as an error. 

Although Ozawa is directed to a transmission system, transmission systems 
inherently have some form of memory. The data is transmitted in the form of 1's and 0's 
and in this case compared to verify no errors. In the field of error detection and 
correction, a 1 that should be a 0 or a 0 that should be a 1 is still an error. The U.S. 
Patent No. 5,475,820 Natrasevschi et al. teaches a method of detecting overwrite errors 
in a memory system. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(c) because they do not 
clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view 
of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, 
they do not show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
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USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Therefore the prior art rejections are being maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

An English language translation of Ozawa, Japanese Patent No. 4100338 A has 
been included with this office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cynthia Britt whose telephone number is 703-308-2391. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 703-305-9595. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



Cynthia Britt 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 33 



CHB 




